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- Dear Mr. Hoover: 
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I wish to Seiciowtsdse. eeciee of - your lettde 


of assistance, as I assume the role of Executive Secretary:of | 
the Council, are keenly appreciated by mee 


a 4 Aue ae rs Having had the privilege of serving as Mr. Soued 


cand therefore deeply Y appreciative, of the valuable services whi 
woe and | the FzI re gulax rly make available to us, * q 


; on You may be assured of my desire to cooperate fully — 


uin all matte ers of mutual interest, and in the event 
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U Deten bay 28, 1949. Your very kind wishes as well as your offer, 


“. fassistent during his temre with the Council, I am fully cdoM zant, . 
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‘I exténd to you my very best wishes for the New Year. 
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WASHINGTON 


I wish to acknowledge receipt of your kind communication 
of March 7, 1951, concerning the release of unclassified © 
strategic information by agencies of the U. S. Government 
to European nations, including countries in the Soviet- 
satellite bloc. Your thoughtfulness in making this infor- 
mation available to me is appreciated. 


It is my undérstanding that at the present time the 


Interdepartmental Committee on Internal Security has under 


active study the general problem occasioned by the furnish- 
ing of unclassified strategic information to foreign interests. 
Since the matter to which you refer is directly Je aval to 
that stud 
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PERSONAL AND CO SDENTIAL 
BY SPECIAL MESSENGER 


- Hororable Janes &. Lay, @r- | Ses ey 
X ~ Breeutive Secretary APPROPRIATE AGENCIES : 
a "i Wattonal Seourtty Council .. __ . AND FIELD OFFICES 
, Executive Offtee Butidtng | ADVISED BY Poorring 
- , Washington, Bp. C. “BLIP(S) : ia 
| ( | = *: My dear ifr. Lay: | «BATE 
\ vis oe | 
4 ne pean meee dated danxery 23, 1951, the 


< [ Pepsrtuent of the Aray furnished this Bureau the following 
ee < information which was recetved from the Military Attache 
as ‘at Fetdelberg, Germany, and fs captioned: 


"HICOG F gibi GERMANY PASS PO USARMA PRAGUE 


_ “s CZECHOSLOVAEL ae 
| a 2 EX .23 val Sub je cot. is ihe utezat*©? sip hey Hy 12B 
7 Sak (2) an 380-5, roe, pagoutaining consignment 
gS 7" ~ m. hig wr . ache a ee a>. 


a. SII sae HA Pend Satae ry) Ke rans mand Furotrans 
n ce 8 OF # Prague, cos was checked by F7Slet Military Poltece 
a Se Guetone ntt at legal crosspoint Watdhaus (¥ S0/P 42) 
OS at apprortnately 1400 hours 15 Jan. Part of the consign- 
cate é ment constats cf 3 wooden bozes. we tghing ee eee 
466 pounds which were listed ae ‘books.’ Twe of boxes 
. aS he ae coming from Saitheonien Institute, 3rd from 
Yale Untueratty. The bores were shipbed by the 83 lfnes 
— 5 At pter 8, Pert Covington, Maryland. Bzantnation of 
2 ? | _#entents of boxes revecied ‘gatinated 2500 publications | 
¥ Ss ; fnoludtag current Aray Regulations, Gpe cial Regulations, 
_ — ' gtr Force Regulatt ons, Mattona!l Guard Regulations, Field .. 
~ Manuals, of ftetal publications Of Patent oe documents end. 
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-achoéls and assectations, ere forwarded by such tnstt- 
tutions to the Smithsonian Inaetitute to be sent te de- 


| Inveattog 
that according to @Gyieae 
national Exchange Service 


/ thie Bureau has disclosed 
MWhief, inter- 
Institute, 3 boxes 


Gut thaontan 


art Ss 
-~@f bocks and documehts which were setzed tn Germany were 


part of a 17 bor shipment weightng 8,938 pounds from 
the International Exchange Servtoe whtch were skipped on 
Decenber 14, 1950 under Government Btli of fading, No. 
Sle5130. The shtpment was pieked up by the Bavideon 
fransfer and Storage Company tn Washington, db. G. for 
delivery to Pter 8 at Port Covington, Maryland. Four 
borea were going to the International k&xchenge Seruvtce, 
Royal Library, The Hague, Holland; 2 bores to the Hun- | 
gartan Librartee Branch, Budapest, Hungarys 3 bozes to 
Service Belge Des Echanges Internattonauxr Bibitothique 
Royol De Belgtque, Brussels, Aelgtuny & bozes to Bib~ 
Jiothtque Centrale 'Federale, Service Sulsse Dea Echanges 
Internationauz Palais Federal, Berne, Switzerland, and 

83 bores to the Hattonal and Gniverstty Ltbrary fm care 
of Rtunac and Sula Evrotrans, Prague &, Czechoslovakia. 
Hetrans and Evrotrans of Prague mentioned tn the enclosuré 
to your letter was determined to be a brokerage firm who 
would have handled the ehipment tn Ceechoslovakia and 
delivered 3 bores to the Nattonal and Untuersity Librarye 
Section 139A, title 44, U. 3. Code provides for tht 
tnterchance of books and publications, according t¢ 
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Investigation further discloses that by ietter 


(dated January 21, 1950, the State Department advised the 


National and Uatuersity Library at Prague, Czechoslovakia, 
that SR ees the official depository for Cascho- 
elovarta. fhe monthly catalogue of YU. & Governnent pub- 
Iteattone seta forth ao list of documents published by 

the Governnent Printing Office and thia liat fs marked 
with black ctreles tn euch tnustance where publicattona 

are automatically furntshed to deposttory ltbrartes. 
adutses that publications of prtvate tneti- 
auch aa Harvard and Yale Yatversities and other 
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poattery itbraries. fe advises that 2 of the sores 


~ - -§nvelved, Fo. 996 and 997, contatned Government and 
- -pptepte inetituttons’ books and publtcationas that box 


No. ‘VOd consiete of o Clad doounente ef the Jaited -- 
States Governne nt. dvised that the Suith- 
sontan Inetttute does not dectde whitch publteattions should 
be eent and etated the program ta handled bj the i! 


ef Congress and the Departnent of State. Me 


eS  gtated that governnent agenctes having docunents printed 
OE cas : by the Governnent Printing Orftee could, if they deatred, 
ee take necessary ateps to protect the security of auch — 
| . 7 documents. He stated that whtle all books and doeurnerts 
gent have wide distribution tr the Untted States and 
, are not classtfied, there te some question as to whether 
= gone books and documents should be sent to Rusate and 


her satellite countries; but euch gecurtty etepse aré 
not tn the hande of the Enitheontan Inetitute oF the 
agenctes having the publications printed. Quan 
atated that he cenecrahip of the documenta ts made by 
the Suithsontan Institute. He atated that G-2 tn Wash~ 
ington, De. Co, the Library of Congress, and the State 
Department are aware of the true status of the documents 
seized. It was his optaton that paragraph 128 (2) &F 
B800e5 pertains only to members of the Department of the 
- = | Aray tn furatahtng tnformatton of either aiclasstfied 
pean or nonclassifted nature to foretgn nationale and does 
not pertain ts instant ahtpment. 


Ho further investigation ts being conducted 
ee by this Bureau unless a request to the contrary ts reée- 
: : oetved from the Department of the Ary | 


ye e Pith aseurances of By highest regards, 
ie Stncerely pours, 
J. Edgar Hoover — 
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